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· Introduction: Disability History: From the Margins to the Mainstream

Paul K. Longmore and Lauri Umansky

1. Pervasive presence of disability and its conspicuous absence from historiography 

      Baynton- “Disability is everywhere in history, once you begin looking for it, but 

      conspicuously absent in the histories we write.”

2. Disability in immigration and labor history

3. Political themes in disability history

4. Medical perspective/pathology of disability

5. Correlation with disability studies  

6.   Relevance of history to contemporary issues of disability

Part 1: Uses and Causes

· Chapter 1: Disability and the Justification of Inequality in American History

Douglas C. Baynton  

1. Concept of disability has been used to justify discrimination against other groups by attributing disability to them

2. Disability as an argument for the inequality of women and minorities but also against those inequalities

3. Concept of normality/cultural meanings of the normal

4. Race and disability intersected in the concept of normal, as both prescription and description

5. Ethnicity as defined by disability/immigration policy

6. Discrimination on the basis of identity

· Chapter 2: “Speech Has an Extraordinary Humanizing Power”: Horace Mann and the Problem of Nineteenth-Century American Deaf Education

R. A. R. Edwards

1. Manualism/Oralism

2. Linguistic and pedagogical arguments offered by both sides

3. Antebellum and postbellum periods

4. Methodical signs

5. Natural language of signs

6. Mann and the humanizing power of speech

Part 2: Redefinitions and Resistance

· Chapter 5: A Pupil and a Patient: Hospital-Schools in Progressive America

Brad Byrom

1. A new definition of disability emerged in the United States around
the turn of the century... rehabilitation. The movement's focus was to
eliminate the economic dependency of the "cripple".

2. The Social rehabilitationists sought to change social and cultural views towards
disabled people. Douglas C. McMurtie and Joseph F. Sullivan were influential
leaders in social rehabilitation (p 138).

3. The medical rehabilitationists solution was to "repair"(p 134), through
medical intervention, the flaws of the cripple.

4. Between 1890-1924 Hospital-Schools were created throughout the
United States to provide medical treatment and education for crippled
children. The medical model became dominant in the Hospital-School and
surgery became a routine procedure "as a solution to the problem of
disability" (p 150).


· Chapter 7: The Outlook of The Problem and the Problem with the Outlook: Two Advocacy Journals Reinvent Blind People in Turn-of–the-Century America
Catherine J. Kudlick

  1. The outlook of The Problem was a forum for and about blind people. It
      empowered blind people by "portraying blindness realistically, allowing a
      blind person to address other blind people frankly, while using this realism
      to improve the image of the blind" (p 192). D.Wallace McGill, a blind intellectual         

      was publisher and editor of the publication.
  2. The Problem with Outlook is that "it spoke about and to blind people more
      often than considering them as having voices in their own right" (p194).
      Charles Campbell, the editor, was a sighted, entrepreneur who's goal was to
      teach "the blind" to overcome their adversity and to raise money for the
      cause (p 195).



Discussion Questions

Chapter 1

Disability was a significant factor in the three great citizenship debates of the nineteenth and early twentieth century. What are the implications in present society? What categories continue to be or are presently being questioned or challenged?

How does the concept of disability continue to be used to justify discrimination against other groups?

What are our present culturally variable notions of disability? Have they changed? (p.35)

How does identity politics correlate with Baynton’s discussion?

How has the ADA impacted disability and the justification of inequality?

Chapter 2

How has the historical perspective on manualism vs. oralism impacted the present perspectives?

Horace Mann raised cultural concerns that would increasingly be shared by more people as the century wore on. What impact do they have today?

How has the cultural construction of deafness changed over time?

How do Mann’s views of education relate to our present systems of inclusive education?

Are Mann’s beliefs about language relevant today?

Chapter 5

Has contemporary society's mindset changed significantly towards people with
physical disabilities? Are we still of the belief that we need to
fix/repair, if possible, physical disabilities? 

If there is a middle ground between social rehabilitation and medical
rehabilitation, what is it AND who decides?

Do people with physical disabilities challenge non-disabled peoples comfort
zone? How and why ?

Why did Joseph F. Sullivan and other social rehabilitationists eventually
subscribe to the medical model? "making it compulsory for parents to
surrender their children to the authorities of the[Michigan Hospital School]
when deemed expedient that the children might be treated in due time"(p151).


Why does society find it acceptable to blame the victims?

What is the difference between "relieving rather than curing, their goal"p
147

And how about the verbiage? Crippledom, Afflicted, Ruptured, Mental kinks,
deformed


Chapter 7
 
 
Did The Problem differ in it's view from Outlook regarding blind woman and
their role in society. 

What philosophy did Helen Keller adhere to and why were there so many
contradictions? 

What publication has more validity?

What is capitalisms impact on disability? Is it all negative?

Is it possible for the twenty first century to embrace and solve "humanity's
universal problems" as The Problem referred to as "the Great Human Family"(
p 194) ? 

Should a sighted person run a publication for blind people? Should a blind
person run a publication for sighted person?

